
 
 
Notes of Inaugural Meeting held on Tuesday 11 February 2020 
Committee Room 11, Palace of Westminster 
 
 
Present: 
 
Julian Sturdy MP (Chair) 
Earl of Selborne 
Earl of Lindsay 
Lord Puttnam 
Rt Hon Robert Goodwill MP 
Daniel Pearsall, Group Co-ordinator  
 

 
1. Welcome & Introduction 
Julian Sturdy (JS) welcomed Members to the All-Party Group’s Inaugural Meeting for the new 
Parliamentary session, noting that this was intentionally a shorter session than usual to enable 
Members to administer the formal requirements to re-register the Group and to hold a brief 
discussion on priorities for the Group and its future meeting programme. 
 
Noting that the Earl of Selborne would be retiring from the House of Lords in March 2020 and 
would therefore also be standing down as a vice-chair of the All-Party Group, JS thanked him for 
his valuable and expert contribution to the Group’s meetings and activities since it was first 
established in March 2008. Officers and members JS joined in wishing Lord Selborne well in his 
retirement.   
 
 
2. Election of chair and officers 
The nomination of Julian Sturdy MP to continue to serve as Chair of the Group was approved 
with the agreement of all Members present.   
 
Nominations for the Lord Haskins, the Earl of Lindsay, Baroness Jones of Whitchurch and Lord 
Cameron of Dillington to continue as Vice-Chairs of the Group were approved with the 
agreement of all Members present.  
 
Rt Hon Robert Goodwill MP was nominated and elected as an additional Vice-Chair of the 
Group with the agreement of all Members present.  
 
 
3. Consideration of APPGSTA priorities 
DP introduced a document setting out the six key priority themes previously identified by 
Members and Officers of the All-Party Group. Given the critical challenges facing science and 
technology in agriculture in the lead up to Brexit and beyond, this was intended to frame the 
Group’s future work programme and objectives. 
 
The following six priorities were agreed:  
 

(i) Promote a strong UK policy focus on agricultural science and innovation as an economic 
driver and response to global food security and environmental challenges. 
  



(ii) Ensure future UK regulation of agri-science innovation is evidence-based, proportionate 
and enabling. 
  
(iii) Champion the UK’s role as a global agri-science hub, attracting inward investment and 
expertise and exporting technological solutions 
  
(iv) Promote an effective and sustainable balance between the funding requirements of 
fundamental, applied and translational R&D - including knowledge exchange - in the agri-
science sector to promote a rapid transition from discovery to application of innovation 
  
(v) Seek clear and measurable targets for sustainable intensification in UK agriculture, 
applying developments in data science.    
  
(vi) Promote more positive public engagement with agricultural science and technology and 
encourage the next generation of agricultural scientists. 
 
 

4. Future meetings programme  
DP introduced a brief discussion of possible speakers and topics for future meeting of the 
Group.  
 
Concluding the meeting, JS thanked Officers and Members for their attendance and contribution 
to a short but productive session.  
 


